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THE CABOOSE 
 
NEWSLETTER OF THE CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY (CTHS) 

ISSN 1203-147X Volume XVIII Number 5 May 2007 

Editor’s ramblings (by Jeannie Smith)  

Have you had a chance to visit the CTHS Local History Room at the Cumberland Library? You’ll be amazed to see 
the wealth of materials that have been collected, catalogued and filed by past CTHS Executive members. Without 
the intensive labour of Ruth Parsons, Bob Serre, Ann Gonneau, Joan Lancaster, Verna Cotton, Greta Scharfe-Hill, 
Jean-Noël Dessaint and others, this room would not have opened in May 1999. 

The present CTHS Executive, under the direction of Dorothy Smith, is sorting through the material before digitalization 
takes place and will only retain materials that are pertinent to Cumberland Township, the Lower Ottawa Valley and 
areas close to the City of Ottawa, keeping in line with the CTHS Local History room mandate. Bob Kendall has done a 
terrific job of transferring the audio tapes to compact disc.  

__________________________ 
 

HERITAGE POWER & COUNTRY FESTIVAL 
Saturday May 26th and Sunday May 27th  
Cumberland Heritage Village Museum 

Adults $10 Seniors/Students $8 Family $20 

 

Next meeting of the CTHS 
Our 2007 Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 2nd, 
7:00 pm at the Ottawa Regional Police Station on St. Joseph Blvd & Tenth 
Line Road. Our guest speaker will be Brian Coburn.  Be sure to bring a friend 
along. Light refreshments, as always, will be served. 

Our Society 
The Cumberland Township 
Historical Society (CTHS) was 
founded in 1986. We are a 
non-profit, volunteer and 
community-based 
organization whose goal is to 
preserve Cumberland 
Township history. 
Our newsletter 
The Caboose is published six 
times each year by the 
Cumberland Township 
Historical Society.  
Our Executive 
• Randall Ash, President and 

newsletter production  
• Jeannie Smith, Secretary-

Treasurer and Newsletter 
Editor 

• Verna Cotton, Director 
• Dan Brazeau, Director 
• Jean-François Beaulieu 

Director 
• Dorothy-Jane Smith, 

Director 
• Bob Kendall, Director 

Our address and local history 
room 
Cumberland Branch 
Ottawa Public Library 
Local History Room 
1599 Tenth Line Road 
Ottawa, ON   K1E 3E8 

Our World Wide Web address  
www.cths.ca 

 
 



Spring 2007  CTHS The Caboose 
 
 

 
Page 2 

 
 

Society calendar 
For more information on these and 
other upcoming 2007 events, please 
contact a member of the executive committee or 
visit our website at www.cths.ca.  

. May 2nd    
CTHS Annual General Meeting. Police 
Boardroom.  Tenth Line & St. Joseph Blvd. 
7:00 pm 

May 18th  
Cumberland Night at the Rideau Carleton 
Raceway; 6 pm 

May 20th Women’s Institutes. Guest speaker: Helen 
Burns; 2pm 

May 26th 
and 27th    

Heritage Power and Country Festival,                                         
Cumberland Heritage Village Museum 

June 1st to 
3rd  

Ontario Genealogical  Society Seminar 2007;                                       
Algonquin College,  Ottawa 

www.ogsseminar.org;  phone 613-820-4488 

June 3rd    
Memories of Cumberland Township Exhibit,                                             
Cumberland Heritage Village  Museum 

June 10th  

Annual Memorial Service, Dale’s Cemetery, 
Cumberland; 2:30pm 

Annual Memorial Service, St. Mary’s Anglican 
Cemetery, Navan; 2 pm 

June 17th  
Annual Memorial Service, Trinity Anglican 
Cemetery,  Bearbrook; 2 pm 

June 24th  
Annual Memorial Service, Wilson Cemetery, 
Navan; 2:30 pm 

Check for events at the Cumberland Museum: 
www.Ottawa.ca/residents/heritage/museums/Cumb
erland 

Contact us 
If you have questions or suggestions regarding any 
aspect of the Society including The Caboose, our 
local history room or anything else of interest to you 
or to the Society, you may contact any member of 
the executive by phone or by email:  

• Randall Ash, President (833-3207) 
randall2620@rogers.com  

• Jean-François Beaulieu, Director  
 (841-0424) jeanfb@sympatico.ca  

• Jeannie Smith, Secretary-Treasurer and 
Newsletter Editor  (833-2877)  
gsmith2877@rogers.com  

• Verna Cotton, Director (835-2490) 

• Dan Brazeau, Director (834-8336) 
danbrazeau@rogers.com 

• Dorothy-Jane Smith, Director (225-3554)  

• Bob Kendall, (613-830-0015) 
bobkendall@sympatico.ca  

 

 
  

The CTHS graciously thanks the City of Ottawa for 
providing an annual grant of $1500. This money 
enables the S ociety to continue to publish and 
distriubute The Caboose.  
 

HERITAGE POWER &COUNTRY    
FESTIVAL ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday, May 26             
12:30-1:30 pm          FEEDBACK   
1:30-3:00   4:30-6:00 pm  SEAWAY VALLEY 

COUNTRY                      
3:00-4:30   6:00-7:30 pm CASTOR RIVER BOYS 

BILL & KYLA UBBINK 
musicians, recorder & 
autoharp  

8:30 pm DANCE at MAPLE HALL   
with STAGECOACH  
$8 admission 

Sunday, May 27  
10:00 – 11:00 am Church Service (no 

admission) Collection for 
the Cumberland Food 
Bank 
Soloists:  Joan Stoker and     
Cathy Goddard  

      Cumberland Community 
Singers directed by Kurt 
Ala- Kantti   

   Local musicians & lots of 
old-fashioned gospel 
hymn singing  

Stage:    
11:30 am THE FOUR ACES 
1:30 pm              CROSS TOWN COUNTRY              
2:30-3:00 pm              MACCULLOCH 

DANCERS                                                                
3:00-4:30 pm       MOONLIGHTERS AND 

FRIENDS  
                     Alex Lacasse and Kira 

Isabella, Bruce & Donna 
Cummings, Annie 
McCausland    

 

Join us on May 18th for Cumberland Night at 
the Rideau Carleton Raceway. Dinner packages 
are available for $29.99 each including dinner, 
coffee/tea, taxes, gratuity, a race program, 
$2.00 betting voucher and SLOTS tokens. Call 
any member of the Executive for more info!!  
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McCallum-Cameron 
House: 2226 Old 
Montreal Road 
Cumberland     

According to family tradition, Mary 
Cameron, eldest daughter of John 
Cameron and Elizabeth McNair (married 
Archibald McCallum) was given the family 
home at the top of Spring Hill. It was a stone 
house and was called after that the 
McCallum House. David Farmer Sr., then his 
son Carleton Farmer owned this farm. This 
magnificent stone house on top of Spring Hill is now 
the residence of Mel Clendenan, husband of the late 
Lorna Farmer, Carleton’s daughter.   

 Dorothy Jane Smith,                                              
daughter of Mildred Cameron Smith 

The Charter President of the 
Cumberland Branch of the 
W.I. – Mrs. Ernest Taylor 
(nee Beatrice Annie Garvock)   
                         by Elizabeth Alexander Cumberland 

WI Tweedsmuir History Curator  

Mrs. Taylor was elected Branch President at the first 
meeting, which was held on July 26, 1937, at the 
home of Mrs. M.V. McArthur in Cumberland Village. 
James Garvock (b.1841) and his wife Helen Greig 

emigrated from Aberdeen, Scotland to Cumberland 
Township in 1871 with their son James (1861-1951). 
James Jr. married Mary Elizabeth Wilson (1869-1940) 
from Cote St. Charles, Quebec in 1892) and 
purchased the west half of Lot 4 Con. 6, Cumberland 
Township in 1885. There they raised 7 girls and 4 boys. 
Annie, born on Sept. 1, 1897, was the second oldest. 
In the early 1900’s, the Garvock’s farmhouse was 
moved from its original damp location, near French 
Hill Road, to higher ground further south. The house 
was enlarged and here, the last four of Annie’s 
siblings were born. Four sisters became school 
teachers in local schools. Annie stayed home to help 
her mother with the housework and to look after the 
younger children. Annie’s youngest brother, Greig 
Wilson Garvock married Iris Norman. Iris is still living on 
Lot 4, Con. 6. with her son Norman and his partner 
Peggy Levy, Norm’s younger son Scott and his wife 
Sally Pearson and their children Jamie, Kristopher and 
Samantha.  Annie Garvock, at 23, married Ernie 
Taylor who was 38, on Aug. 4, 1920. Annie Garvock 
Taylor became president of the Cumberland W.I. 
when she had three school-aged children. Their last 
child was born the next year. (See the Taylor Family 
history in the previous issue of The Caboose for the 
family history of the Taylors.) 

 

Front: Clara, (Gordon) Nuttall; Mrs. Pat Kelly; Mrs. Fred Sacho; 
Annie, (Ernie) Taylor; Margaret, Mrs. McArthur; Sadie, (Ernie) 
Edwards; Back: Eleanor, (Serson) Martin; Florence, (Norman) 
Edwards; Jane, (John) Findlay; Alta, (Arnold) Moffatt; Nellie, (Jim) 
McMillan; Madge, (James) Hayes; Ceile, (Malcolm) MacEachern; 
Jemima, (Robert) MacEachern. 



Spring 2007  CTHS The Caboose 
 
 

 
Page 4 

 
 

The Edwards Family 
     Although our ancestors did not pass on much 
information about their relatives and where they 
were born, the Edwards cousins from this area have 
accumulated the following family history. 

     William John Edwards, born about 1831, was 
married to Catherine Rathwell. They lived at 
Meaford, Ontario, (close to Georgian Bay), and later 
some of the family moved to the Plantagenet area. 
William and Catherine Edwards had 8 children born 
in Quebec and Ontario: Eliza Jane (Elizabeth Jane), 
Sarah, Mary Anne, Thomas, Margaret, William, John, 
and Alice. 

     Eliza Jane remained in Meaford, married John 
Mackie, and lived on Conc. VII, in St. Vincent 
Township in Grey County. They had 12 children: Jane, 
William, Thomas, Catherine Maggie, James Edward, 
Archibald, Margaret Alice, John Bedford, Ada, 
Leonard Ross, Milton, and Mary Maretta. John 
Mackie died March 20, 1910, and his wife, Eliza Jane, 
died a month later, April 19, 1910. They are buried in 
Lakeview Cemetery, Meaford. 

     Sarah Edwards, born about1852, married Robert 
McEwan and moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba.   

     Mary Anne (or Mary) Edwards, born about 1854, 
married James Fitzpatrick and moved to California, 
USA. 

     Thomas, born about 1858, drowned in the Nation 
River on Oct. 2, 1879. 

     Margaret Edwards, born about 1860, married 
Archibald Beaton and they had 2 children, John and 
Elizabeth. This Elizabeth Beaton married Francis J. 
Courtney, Sr., of Ottawa. Their only son, Francis 
Courtney Jr., married Alma Edwards (10), youngest 
daughter of William and Alice (Watchorn) Edwards. 
(The Beaton families who live at Cumberland are 
direct descendants of Thomas Beaton, brother of 
Archibald.) 

     Alice Edwards, born May 12, 1867, married 
Alanson Noakes who came from Silver Creek, 
Quebec (Buckingham area). They had 6 boys: 
Rupert, Leonard, William, George, Hamlet (killed in 
1917, WWI), and Eldon. The father, Alanson, died, 
and soon afterwards the mother, Alice, also died 
when their youngest son, Eldon was born. Tom 
Hughes, who was married to Alanson’s sister, had two 
daughters. Tom and his wife took the 6 boys. After his 
wife died, he remarried, but that marriage did not go 
well and the 6 boys eventually went out on their own, 
either serving in WWI or settling in Western Canada. 

     The Edwards Family members that our readers will 
be most interested in hearing about are those of 
William John because they were born and raised on 

a farm southwest of Cumberland on property that is 
now known as Lower Saxony Stables, 1572 Frank 
Kenny Road, Lot C, Conc.8, Cumberland Twp. There 
are many descendants from this family living in this 
area. 

     William John Edwards, born at Meaford, Ont., 
June 22, 1862, married Alice Mary Maud Watchorn 
who was born August 18, 1876. Alice (Watchorn) was 
raised on a farm on O’Toole Road, north of Innes 
Road, Lot A, Conc. 7, Cumberland Twp. William 
Edwards died Jan. 7, 1938, and Alice on Oct. 20, 
1946. While farming they raised a family of 5 boys 
and 5 girls: (1) Ernest (Ernie), (2) Sarah (Sadie), (3) 
Archibald (Archie), (4) Rosella, (5) Gertrude, (6) 
Norman, (7) Leslie, (8) Gordon, (9) Mary, and (10) 
Alma. 

(1) William Ernest (Ernie) Edwards, was born July 28, 
1892. He married Sarah Mae (Sadie) Wright of West 
Templeton, Quebec on Dec. 12, 1917 where she was 
born April 9, 1896. Ernie and Sadie’s 4 children were: 
Gladys Muriel, Lester Wright, Ida Rose, and Lorna. 
Ernie and Sadie operated a dairy farm west of 
Cumberland at 1789 Old Montreal Road. Ernie and 
Sadie both died at home-Ernie, Nov. 25, 1970 and 
Sadie, Nov. 15, 1975. 

     Gladys, born Nov. 18, 1918, became a nurse, 
married Wilfred Sharkey who was born at 
Cumberland Jan. 28, 1919. Gladys and Wilfred 
married at Cumberland Aug. 18, 1955. Wilfred 
continued to operate the family’s dairy farm east of 
Cumberland. They had 2 sons, Earl and David (Judy 
Pygas) and 3 grandchildren. Wilfred died Nov. 13, 

Alice (Watchorn) and William Edwards 



Spring 2007  CTHS The Caboose 
 
 

 
Page 5 

 
 

2003. Earl continues to operate the farm at 3325 Old 
Montreal Rd.  

     Lester, born July 25, 1921, married Vida Florence 
Berndt, born Sept. 10, 1930. Lester and Vida married 
in Ottawa Sept. 28, 1946. They had 3 children: 
Maureen, Dale and Shirley. Lester operated the dairy 
farm that his parents established, and Dale continues 
to raise beef cattle on the farm. Lester died Oct. 13, 
1979. 

     Ida Rose was 
born June 3, 
1923 and died 
January 8, 1924. 

     Lorna, born 
July 23, 1925, 
married William 
(Bill) Brown, born 
May 13, 1926. 
Lorna and Bill 
married at 
Cumberland 
Aug. 22, 1951. 
Lorna became 
a school 
teacher and 
artist, teaching 
at Cumberland 
and later in 
Northern 
Ontario where 
she met Bill, who 
was employed as a 
Stationary Engineer 
in Domtar Paper Mill 
in Red Rock, Ont., near Nipigon. They had 3 children: 
Joel, Jeffrey (deceased in June, 1975), and Jennifer 
and 2 grandchildren. Lorna and Bill continue to live in 
Red Rock. 

(2) Sarah (Sadie), born Feb. 12, 1894, became a 
nurse, married William (Bill) Brownell Aug. 11, 1925. 
They had 1 daughter, Mary Charlotte, and 4 
grandchildren. Sadie and Bill both died in Ottawa, 
Sadie on Sept. 2, 1982 and Bill on July 30, 1979. 

     Charlotte, born in Ottawa Feb. 27, 1930, married 
Alexander (Alex) LaRocque on Aug. 6, 1955 in 
Ottawa. Alex was born Jan. 31, 1924. Charlotte was 
an employee of the Federal Gov’t. in Ottawa and 
Alex worked at Union Carbide in Toronto. They had 4 
children: Margot, Anne, John, Jane, and 2 
grandchildren who all live in Toronto. 

 (3) Archie Edwards, born at Cumberland Dec. 19, 
1895, married Bertha May MacEachern Dec. 29, 1923 
at Cumberland. Bertha was born Aug. 15, 1902 at 
Lochabor Bay, Quebec. Archie served overseas in 
WWI. Their 5 children were: Muriel Enid, Maysie Alice, 

Stanley Archibald, Mary Audrey, and Gertrude Gail. 
Archie and Bertha, along with their family, operated 
a dairy farm between Orleans and Cumberland at 
968 Old Montreal Road from 1923 until 1944, when 
they bought a farm at 3135 Trim Road, Navan. Archie 
passed away at his home on June 29, 1974 and 
Bertha died Jan. 10, 1994 at Sarsfield. 

     Muriel, born at Cumberland Aug. 5, 1924, married 
Norman W. Holford in Winnipeg, Manitoba May 10, 

1947. 
Norman, 
born Jan. 12, 
1916, served 
in the RCAF 
during WWII. 
Later, he and 
Muriel settled 
in Onaping, 
Ont., near 
Sudbury. They 
had 5 
children: 
William, 
Kathleen, 
Joy, Heather 
and Jane 
and 12 
grandchildre
n. Norman 
died in 2001. 

     Maysie, 
born at 
Cumberland Jan. 7, 
1925, married 

Garrett Shaw Rivington June 24, 1947 at Navan. 
Maysie became a teacher and taught in local 
elementary schools. Garrett served overseas in RCAF 
during WWII, later operated a dairy farm at 1764 
Colonial Road, Navan. Maysie and Garrett had 3 
children: Lynda, Elizabeth (Beth), David and 5 
grandchildren. Maysie and Garrett both died in 
Ottawa, Maysie on Sept. 15, 1996 and Garrett Sept. 
29, 2002. 

     Stanley (Stan), born at Cumberland April 29, 1928, 
married Hilda Mae Sharkey Sept. 24, 1955 in 
Cumberland. Hilda, born Feb. 27, 1931, was a 
secretary at a private insurance firm in Ottawa and 
pianist/organist. Stan continued to operate the family 
farm with Hilda and their 3 sons: Glen, Ralph 
(deceased Oct. 1991), and Wayne. Hilda died Feb. 
20, 2001. Stan and Hilda had 8 grandchildren. 

     Mary, born at Cumberland March 3, 1934, married 
Garnet Douglas Munro on June 11, 1955 at Navan. 
Garnet, born in Ottawa July 28, 1933, farmed on 
Innes Road near Blair Road. Mary worked for the 

The Edwards Family in front of their home on Frank Kenny Road.  William 
and Alice Edwards with their eight first born children. Front: Leslie, William, 
Gordon, Alice, Norman.  Back: Gertrude, Rosella, Sadie, Archie, Ernie, Mary 
and Alma were not yet born. 
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Bank of Canada. They had 4 children: Sheila, Gloria, 
Scott, Robert and 6 grandchildren. 

     Gail, born Jan.16, 1938 in Ottawa, married Robert 
(Bob) Donald Young at Navan, Aug. 8, 1959. Gail 
became a teacher in Ontario public schools and a 
church organist. Bob operates a dairy farm in 
Arnprior. They had 4 children: Heather (deceased 
Feb. 1979), Barbara, Blair, Laura and 5 grandchildren. 

(4) Rosella Edwards, born Feb.19, 1898 at 
Cumberland, married Dan Cameron June 14, 1919. 
Dan, born at Cumberland June 29, 1886, operated a 
dairy farm and market garden with Rosella at 
Fenwick, Ontario. They had 3 children: Evelyn, 
Donald, Douglas and 7 grandchildren. Rosella died 
June 9, 1963 and Dan in June, 1968, both at Fenwick. 

     Evelyn Dorothy, born March 16, 1920, married 
Blake McPherson and had 7 children: Ronald, 
Dianne, Robert, Marion, Margaret, Linda, Douglas. 
Evelyn died in 1964. 

Donald Edward Cameron born July 10, 1921, 
drowned July, 1934 while swimming at Gordon 
Harbour near Niagara Falls. 

     Douglas Jack Cameron, born Oct. 21, 1924, 
married Nettie Grace Hoover. Doug, served in the 
Army in WWII, worked on the family farm and later 
operated a general store in Port Colborne, Ont. (no 
children). Nettie died Nov. 21, 2004 and Doug Feb. 
25, 2005, both in Welland, Ontario. 

(5) Gertrude Edwards, born at Cumberland Jan. 19, 
1901, became a nurse, married Dr. Henry Niles on 
June 30, 1928 (no children). Both died in an 
automobile accident in Montana, USA, in August, 
1941. 

(6) Norman Edwards, born at Cumberland July 8, 
1903, married Florence Emma Kennedy March 10, 
1926, at Cumberland. Florence, born at Orleans Oct. 
16, 1904, farmed with Norman on various farms in 
Cumberland Twp., and Vankleek Hill, Ontario. For 
several years, Norman also served as a Councillor 
and Reeve of Cumberland Township. He and 
Florence had 7 children: Norman Harold, Ronald 
William James, Robert Campbell, Helen Norma, 
Thurlow Myles, Barry Cecil, Alice Florence. Norman 
died Aug. 19, 1986 at Maxville, Ont., and Florence 
June 25, 1987 at Cornwall, Ontario. 

     Harold Edwards, born March 19, 1927, married 
Virley Gwendolyn Stuart June 5, 1952 in Ottawa. 
Virley was born at Vars Oct. 21, 1931. Harold was a 
carpenter and construction superintendent in the 
Ottawa area, then a teacher at Chesterville, Ontario. 
They had 4 daughters: Beverly, Linda, Dianne, Sheila 
and 2 grandchildren. 

     Ronald Edwards, born Jan. 2, 1929, married 
Florence Mary Beaton Aug. 22, 1953 at Cumberland. 

Florence, born Sept. 13, 1928, became a Registered 
Nurse. Ronald was employed at E.B. Eddy Forest 
Products Ltd., Engineering Department, retiring in 
1990 after 42 years of service. They had 7 seven 
children: Jane, Susan (deceased July, 1980), Ruth, 
Nancy, Martha, William (Bill), Rachel and 9 grand-
children. Ronald died Oct. 9, 2004. 

    Robert (Bob) Edwards, born Aug. 9, 1931, married 
Ceile Margaret MacEachern June 2, 1953 in Ottawa. 
Ceile was born Oct. 14, 1935. Bob was employed at 
E.B. Eddy Forest Products Ltd., and the National 
Research Council, was owner of a Cumberland 
general store, and later, a real estate salesman 
/broker. They had 5 children: Barry, Brian (deceased 
2005), Sandra, Judy, Karen. Bob and Ceile divorced, 
and then he married Elizabeth Sally (Fox) Broadworth 
Aug. 24, 1985. 

     Helen Edwards, born in Cumberland Oct. 28, 1933, 
married Robert Edward Lewis Burns at Cumberland 
Sept. 17, 1955. Robert (Bob), born April 1, 1932 in 
Ottawa, farmed at 3007 Trim Road, Navan. Helen 
was a stenographer in the Federal Gov’t. They had 6 
children: Laurie, Bruce, Bonnie Jean (deceased Jan. 
1979), Wallace, Donna, Allan and 8 grandchildren. 

     Myles Edwards, born May 2, 1936, married Mildred 
Beatrice Morin in Ottawa, May 28, 1955. Mildred 
(Milly) was born May 31, 1934. Myles and Milly farmed 
with his father, then Myles worked for the Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation and Milly worked for the 
Federal Gov’t. They had 3 children: Heather, Larry, 
Jimmy and 6 grandchildren. 

     Barry Cecil Edwards, born July 21, 1939, died Dec. 
7, 1939, in a house fire. 

     Alice Edwards, born in Ottawa May 8, 1944, 
married William George Anderson at Vankleek Hill 
Sept. 19, 1964. William (Bill) was born Jan. 28, 1940. 
Alice became a Registered Nursing Assistant and Bill 
farmed at Vankleek Hill. They had 3 children: Robert 
(Robbie), Steven, Christine and 7 grandchildren. 
Alice died May 20, 2005 in Hawkesbury. 

(7) Leslie Edwards, born at Cumberland Jan. 30, 1906, 
married Mary Frances Chamberlin on April 12, 1941 in 
Ottawa. Mary was born Sept. 21, 1910 at Poltimore, 
Quebec. Leslie and Mary operated the Edwards 
homestead, 1572 Frank Kenny Road, and had 2 
children: William Rufus and Joan Elizabeth and 4 
grandchildren. Leslie died Sept. 20, 1981 and Mary on 
April 26, 1989, both in Ottawa. 

     William (Bill), born Nov. 4, 1943 in Ottawa, married 
Margaret Elaine Watson on July 15, 1967 at 
Bearbrook, Ontario. Elaine was born Nov. 8, 1945 in 
Ottawa and was an office administrator in 
elementary schools. Bill was employed by Crain-
Drummond Inc., in Ottawa for 41 years. They had 2 
daughters, Cheryl and Joanne and 2 grandchildren. 
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     Joan, born Jan. 27, 1945 in Ottawa, became a 
Registered Nurse, married Donald Johnston Rathwell 
at Cumberland May 18, 1968. Don was born Oct. 29, 
1938 in Ottawa. He and Joan operated the family’s 
dairy farm at 1759 Colonial Road, Navan and had 2 
children, Scott and Carrie. Scott continues the 
farming operation. 

(8) Gordon Cecil Edwards, born at Cumberland May 
14, 1908, married Mary Burwash of Vankleek Hill, Oct. 
3, 1936. Mary, born Mar. 25, 1908, was a school 
teacher. Gordon served in the RCAF in WWII and 
became a real estate agent in Ottawa. They had 
twin daughters, Jane Elizabeth and Mary Lynne, born 
Aug. 20, 1946 and 2 grandsons. Gordon and Mary 
both died in Ottawa, Gordon on Feb. 6, 1984 and 
Mary, March 9, 2003. 

     Jane married Donald Norman Morrison on Aug. 
12, 1972. Donald was born on April 13, 1944 and they 
have 2 sons, Robert and Kenneth. 

     Mary Lynne married Peter Wilson in August, 1968 
(divorced, no children). 

(9) Mary Alice Edwards, born at Cumberland Dec. 
10, 1910, married Alexander Calder Smith, Sr., on Apr. 
17, 1936. Alex was born Aug. 15, 1894. Mary became 

a nurse and lived in Ravena, N.Y. USA. They had 2 
children: Alexander Calder Jr., and Valerie and 5 
grandchildren. Alex and Mary died in Albany, N.Y., 
Alex in Jan. 1972 and Mary on Sept. 7, 1978. 

     Alex Jr., born May 23, 1944, married Sandra Beth 
Montague who was born Dec. 3, 1946. They were 
married Oct. 20, 1967 and had 4 children: Chad, 
Dan, Noah, Rachel and 9 grandchildren. 

(10) Laura Alma Edwards, born at Cumberland Sept. 
23, 1912, married Francis John Courtney in Ottawa, 
Sept. 1948. Francis was born in Ottawa, Apr.19, 1923. 
For several years, Alma worked for the Bank of 
Canada in Ottawa, and after her marriage, helped 
her husband operate the F.J. Courtney Furniture 
Store. They had no children. Alma and Francis died in 
Ottawa, Alma on July 12, 1995 and Francis, March 13, 
1998. 

The Edwards Family and their relatives continue to 
serve the areas of the old Cumberland Township by 
being active in church, political, community, school, 
and Navan Fair activities. Their contributions have 
made this part of Ottawa a better place to live. 

 

Julia McGonigle Smith with Allan, born Sept.18, 1917. He died 
age 17, in an accident climbing a hydro pole, on a dare.  Mavis 
was her second child, and Kenny Smith, still living in 
Cumberland, is the third and only surviving sibling.  Younger 
siblings included Gerald (Eddie), Russell and Gracie. 
 

Don’t forget… 
    Mother’s Day Sunday, May 13                          Father’s Day Sunday, June 17 
 

Isaac Taylor Jr. and son Ernie.   
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